


 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
➔ New Policy - Now accepting payment in 

advance through Friday September 1st at 

11:00am EST.  

Where: DoubleTree Hotel, Oak Ridge  
 

When: Wednesday 

 September 6th, 2023 
 

Social: 11:30 am 
 

Lunch: 11:45 am 
 

Cost: $20.00 for Members  

 $25.00 for Non-Members  
 Paypal: paypal.me/NCMAEastTennessee 

 
You may pay by cash or check at the door, but paying via 

Paypal is strongly encouraged. 

 

Speaker: KAREN SHEARS 
(1 CLP/CEU ELIGIBLE) 

Director, Procurement and Contracts 

Division Oak Ridge Office of 

Environmental Management 

RONALD SISSEL 

CFO, Office of Science, Consolidated 

Service Center 

 

Topic:   DOE MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW 
  

Menu: Garden Salad with Italian and Ranch Dressings 

 Meat Lasagna                 

                 Country Style Green Beans 

                Cheesecake w/ Berries 

                Iced Tea, Water and Coffee 

 

➔ Now accepting payment in advance through 

Friday September 1st at 11:00am EST.  

If you pay after 11:00 am, your payment may be credited to the 

following month’s NCMA event.  

Just visit paypal.me/NCMAEastTennessee and enter your 

amount.~ 
 

**You must still make your reservation with Vicki Dyer even 

if you use PayPal to make your payment. We apologize, but 

refunds cannot be given on advanced payments.** 

 

Reservations MUST be made by Friday,  

September 1st by 11:00 a.m. Please contact  

Vicki Dyer or Don Evans at 483-9332 or 

vdyer@scisale.com / devans@scisale.com 

Space is limited. 

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

After a busy year, it’s finally here – the official kick-

off of another program year of NCMA for our East 

TN chapter!  Our stellar chapter board has already 

been hard at work planning for this year to be just as 

beneficial to you in terms of training and networking 

events, as well as opportunities to give back and serve 

our local community.  NCMA is such an integral part 

of our profession, and I can tell you that among 

NCMA our east TN chapter continually stands out 

among all the chapters in the nation.  Myself and our 

Board are committed to continuing that legacy we’ve 

inherited.   

 
Let me take just a moment to introduce myself if any-

one reading doesn’t know who I am.  My name is Jus-

tin Keck, and it’s my honor and privilege to serve this 

year as the President of our chapter for this program 

year.  I manage a team of Procurement Officers at 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL), where I’ve 

worked for almost 15 years.  I live in the Karns com-

munity with my wife (MarKita) and two children 

(Noah and Jaylea).  NCMA has played a part in my 

career from the very beginning.  I was a recipient of 

one of our scholarships my last semester in college, 

and as we still do, I was given an invitation to come to 

one of our monthly meetings the January after I grad-

uated.  That was my very first NCMA meeting, and 

even as a shy fresh-faced college graduate that didn’t 

know anything about contracts or contracting, I was 

made to feel welcome and made a number of incredi-

bly valuable contacts that day.  Many of those people 

are still dear friends that are still serving our chapter, 

and one of those even led to me getting an interview 

mailto:vdyer@scisale.com


 

 

 

and eventual job at ORNL!  I say that to try to empha-

size just how valuable an organization like NCMA 

can be.  And my hope is that each of you will recog-

nize that and partner with us this year to get as much 

as we can out of this program year.   

 

If you ever have any ideas about how we can make 

our chapter better, or want to share your own story 

about what NCMA has meant to you, please don’t 

ever hesitate to reach out.  Thank you for the oppor-

tunity to serve you this year. 

 

Justin Keck 

President 

 

SPEAKER BIO 
KAREN SHEARS 

Director, Procurement and Contracts 

Division Oak Ridge Office of 

Environmental Management 
Karen Shears is the 

Director of the Pro-

curement and Con-

tracts Division for the 

Department of En-

ergy, Oak Ridge Of-

fice of Environmental 

Management.  She is 

responsible for con-

tracts, financial assis-

tance, and independent government cost estimates for 

the Oak Ridge Office of Environmental Manage-

ment.  Ms. Shears came to DOE in 1995 and has 

worked for the Office of Science and the Office of En-

vironmental Management.  She received her Bachelor 

of Science degree in Business from Jacksonville State 

University in Jacksonville, Alabama, and her Master 

of Business Administration from the University of 

Tennessee at Martin.   

 

 

RONALD SISSEL 

CFO, Office of Science, Consolidated 

Service Center 

Ron Sissel is the Designated 

Financial Officer for the De-

partment of Energy’s (DOE) 

Office of Science (SC). He is 

currently the Manager for the 

SC’s Office of Financial Ser-

vices (OFS) in their Consoli-

dated Service Center. In this 

capacity, Mr. Sissel is re-

sponsible for financial ser-

vices in the areas of funds management, accounting 

operations, audit liaison, financial advice and pricing 

in support of contract awards and administration, and 

management and financial reviews. Mr. Sissel ensures 

that OFS delivers timely, reliable, quality services and 

financial data to enable the successful mission execu-

tion of the SC, other DOE Offices, and participants in 

the Strategic Partnership Projects (SPP) program. OFS 

has processed over $8.5 Billion in new obligations in 

2022 and obligated new funds on 2,703 contracts and 

grants and 5,189 SPP agreements.  

 

Mr. Sissel has over 15 years of experience with the 

Department of Energy and previously served as a Sen-

ior Executive in the National Nuclear Security Ad-

ministration (NNSA) and with the Department of La-

bor’s Employment and Training Administration 

(ETA). At NNSA, he served as the Deputy Associate 

Administrator for Budget at ETA, Mr. Sissel was the 

Budget Director and Comptroller. Mr. Sissel has had 

continual success in leading organizations in and 

through transitions. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 
NCMA will host its final Government Contract Man-

agement Symposium and send it off with a flourish. 

November 6-7th in Bethesda MD, GCMS is themed 

Strong Foundations, Endless Opportunities. The 

theme honors NCMA’s legacy and continued role as 

the one-of-a-kind neutral forum where government 

and industry buyers and sellers connect over the op-

portunities and challenges that shape our way for-

ward.  

 

Information can be found at:  GCMS 2023 

 

World Congress 2024 
The nation's leading training event for contract man-

agement, procurement, and acquisition professionals 

is being held July 21-24, Seattle, WA 

Want just a glimpse of what World Congress is like? 

View the video below: 

https://youtu.be/86U3qygg_0E 

 

 

 

NCMA OF ET AT WORLD CONGRESS 
See page in newsletter for full images 

 

CHAPTER NEWS 

AWARDS & HONORS  
Congratulations to 

Chapter member 

Susan Starr, CFCM 

on receiving 

NCMA’s Fellow 

Award at World 

Congress in Nash-

ville, TN in July. This award recognizes those individ-

uals who have made significant contributions to the 

contract management profession and NCMA.  

https://ncmahq.org/Web/Web/Events/Government-Contract-Management-Symposium.aspx?hkey=721449c9-6914-4cdb-9ad0-686b175b991e
https://youtu.be/86U3qygg_0E
https://s6.goeshow.com/ncma/symposium/2023/index.cfm
https://youtu.be/86U3qygg_0E


 

 

 

   

FUNDRAISER UPDATE 
 

This year’s end of year fundraising event that took 

place at Atomic Battle Axe raised over $800 for the 

local charity TORCH. Below is a letter that was sent 

to the chapter back in June.  

  

 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
We’re busy planning our educational events for the 

23-24 program year and will have information out to 

our members soon! 

 

If you are interested in pursuing an NCMA Certifica-

tion to enhance your career goals, NCMA has posted 

the schedule for both self-paced and instructor-led 

preparation courses. Practice Exams are included in 

all options. Visit Certification Online Preparatory 

Courses (ncmahq.org) for more information. 

 

Certification Self-Paced Instructor-Led 

CPCM Opens 9/25/23 Opens 9/25/23 for course 

dates 10/2/23 – 12/17/23 

CFCM Opens 9/25/23 Opens 9/25/23 for course 

dates 10/2/23 – 12/17/23 

CCMA Open at all times Not available 

 

If a Professional Certification isn’t fitting into your 

schedule at this time, check out the Certificate Course 

offerings here Certificate Courses (ncmahq.org). 

 

Certificate Course On-line via Zoom 

U.S. Federal Contracting Fun-

damentals  

10/16/23 – 10/19/23 from 2:00-

4:30pm ET 

Cost and Pricing Fundamen-

tals 

12/4/23 – 12/7/23 from 2:00-

4:30pm ET 

 

Join the NCMA East Tennessee chapter to get the 

NCMA member discount for the courses! 

 

PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

The Programs committee would like to get your feed-

back on the programs being offered.  Please email 

your comments or suggestions for future events to 

Landon Hill (hilldl@ornl.gov), Ashley Bumgardner 

(ashley.bumgardner@pxy12.doe.gov) or Katherine 

Bumgardner (katherine.bumgardner@akimain-

frasvcs.com). 

 

 

 

https://www.ncmahq.org/Web/Shared_Content/Events/Certification-Online-Preparatory-Courses.aspx?b9e5f74cde62=4&hkey=38a0c48e-6bd6-4940-817d-8154d5c43515
https://www.ncmahq.org/Web/Shared_Content/Events/Certification-Online-Preparatory-Courses.aspx?b9e5f74cde62=4&hkey=38a0c48e-6bd6-4940-817d-8154d5c43515
https://ncmahq.org/Web/Web/Learning/Learning%20Catalog/Certificate-Courses.aspx?hkey=7582f4d7-c8fd-4885-8625-aeccc704ad8b


 

 

 

AREA JOB OPENINGS 
 

• Akima - Prime Contracts and Procurement Specialists - 

Multiple Levels - Department of Energy (DOE) 

• Aleut - Contracts Manager 

• Bechtel - Subcontract Administrator 

• CNS - Supply Chain Business Manager 

• CNS - Procurement Engineer 

• Jacobs - Contracting Professional 

• Leidos - Associate Buyer 

• Leidos - Associate P-Card Operation Analyst 

• Leidos - Buyer 

• SAIC - Senior Contracts Analyst 

• SAIC - Contracts Principal 

• SAIC - Contracts Senior Principal 

• SAIC - Senior Subcontracts Analyst 

• SAIC - Subcontracts Senior Principal 

• SAIC - Senior Subcontracts Analyst 

• USAJOBS - Contract Specialist/Procurement Analyst 

• USAJOBS - Contract Spec/Administrator/Negotiator, 

Procurement Analyst 

• USAJOBS - Acquisitions Specialist 

• USAJOBS - Contract Specialist (Open Continuous) 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Committee Chairs: Stephanie Grayson and Casey 

McCracken 

 

***SEE THE NCMA RECRUITING MATERIALS 

IN THIS NEWSLETTER*** 

 

Local Chapter Membership Numbers 
 

Monthly members – 235 

 

NEW MEMBER INITIATIVE PROGRAM 
BRING A FRIEND! 
 

In an effort to grow membership and networking 

opportunities, the NCMA East Tennessee chapter is 

now starting a new member initiative program to 

encourage current members to invite a guest (peer or 

co-worker) who is a non- member to one of our 

monthly membership meetings. If the guest joins the 

chapter within 3-months of attending the initial 

meeting, the member and guest who joined will 

receive a credit that would entitle both to attend a 

future lunch meeting at no cost. In order to qualify for 

the credit, the guest who joins must complete and 

submit the member application attached to this 

newsletter. 

 

NEWSLETTER 
As always, if you have any thoughts or suggestions 

on how to make our newsletter more informative 

or useful, please let us know! 

 

Tracie Miller  tracie@edwardssupply.com 

Taylor Tatum taylor@edwardssupply.com 

Stephen Weigel stephen@edwardssupply.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Please like our Facebook Page! 

EAST TENNESSEE FACEBOOK PAGE 
Join our LinkedIn Page! 

EAST TENNESSEE LINKEDIN PAGE 

https://akima.taleo.net/careersection/akimallc_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=AIS00609&tz=GMT-04%3A00&tzname=America%2FNew_York
https://akima.taleo.net/careersection/akimallc_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=AIS00609&tz=GMT-04%3A00&tzname=America%2FNew_York
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ALE1006ALEF/JobBoard/8809ff6f-fb60-47a7-81af-6d15e92a801b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=13abbe93-03b1-415e-8e06-6ff14fa6b349
https://jobs.bechtel.com/job/Oak-Ridge-Subcontract-Administrator-TN/1055806500/
https://career-hcm03.ns2cloud.com/career?career_ns=job_listing&company=CNSHCM03&navBarLevel=JOB_SEARCH&rcm_site_locale=en_US&career_job_req_id=12531&selected_lang=en_US&jobAlertController_jobAlertId=&jobAlertController_jobAlertName=&browserTimeZone=America/New_York&_s.crb=NM5Ns1LnGc6nrZwbcshckeESQma3LfuDdAbqTTcxhRA%3d
https://career-hcm03.ns2cloud.com/career?career_ns=job_listing&company=CNSHCM03&navBarLevel=JOB_SEARCH&rcm_site_locale=en_US&career_job_req_id=11017&selected_lang=en_US&jobAlertController_jobAlertId=&jobAlertController_jobAlertName=&browserTimeZone=America/New_York&_s.crb=NM5Ns1LnGc6nrZwbcshckeESQma3LfuDdAbqTTcxhRA%3d
https://careers.jacobs.com/job/18570053/contracting-professional-multiple-jacobs-locations-oak-ridge-tn/
https://careers.leidos.com/jobs/13271128-associate-buyer
https://careers.leidos.com/jobs/13262231-associate-p-card-operation-analyst
https://careers.leidos.com/jobs/12861022-buyer
https://jobs.saic.com/jobs/13256329-senior-contracts-analyst
https://jobs.saic.com/jobs/13256235-contracts-principal
https://jobs.saic.com/jobs/13255773-contracts-senior-principal
https://jobs.saic.com/jobs/13158895-senior-subcontracts-analyst
https://jobs.saic.com/jobs/13255778-subcontracts-senior-principal
https://jobs.saic.com/jobs/13285249-senior-subcontracts-analyst
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/703742600
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/708767900
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/708767900
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/697782200
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/718044900
mailto:tracie@edwardssupply.com
mailto:taylor@edwardssupply.com
mailto:stephen@edwardssupply.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/NCMA-East-Tennessee-Chapter/679923672053102
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/East-Tennessee-Chapter-NCMA-4061145












www.scisale.com
http://exceed.utk.edu/
www.pughcpas.com
www.edwardssupply.com
www.vwr.com




	

BECOME	A	CORPORATE	SPONSOR	OF	YOUR	
CHAPTER	TODAY!	

Gold	 	$750	
• Up	to	4	additional	attendees	invited	at	the	Member	Price	(savings	of	$3	per	attendee)	to

a	monthly	luncheon	of	choice.
• Advertised	with	full	company	logo	banner	as	the	Gold	Sponsor	in	the	monthly	Chapter

Insight	Newsletter,	the	East	Tennessee	NCMA	website	(Sponsorship	page	will	be
displayed	at	start	and	finish	of	monthly	luncheon	meetings).

• Receive	a	Gold	name	tag	banner	for	NMCA	functions.
• Opportunity	to	leave	literature	at	luncheon	events.

Silver		 									$500	
• Up	to	2	additional	attendees	invited	at	the	Member	Price	(savings	of	$3	per	attendee).
• Advertised	with	full	company	logo	banner	as	the	Silver	Sponsor	in	the	monthly	Chapter

Insight	Newsletter,	the	East	Tennessee	NCMA	website	(Sponsorship	page	will	be
displayed	at	start	and	finish	of	monthly	luncheon	meetings).

• Receive	a	Silver	name	tag	banner.

Bronze	 $300	
• Advertised	with	company	name	as	the	Bronze	Sponsor	in	the	monthly	Chapter	Insight

Newsletter,	the	East	Tennessee	NCMA	website	(Sponsorship	page	will	be	displayed	at
start	and	finish	of	monthly	luncheon	meetings).

• Receive	a	Bronze	name	tag	banner.

East Tennessee Chapter 
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where you belonG



empower your people

NCMA has enhanced my career in many ways. The Certified Federal 
Contract Manager (CFCM) course, for example, really helped me 
gain a better understanding of the FAR. I then took the certification 
test and received an instant promotion after becoming a CFCM.
     –Courteney Hewlett, CFCM, Academy Medical, LLC

be part of the gold standard

stay current

My NCMA membership keeps me current on federal government 
contracting issues and changes, as well as access to relevant peers 
to fully understand differing perspectives on those contracting issues 
and changes. I would be at a significant professional disadvantage if  
I were not a member of NCMA.
     –Russell Huffman, NCMA Fellow, Webster University

NCMA is the only professional association for contracts management 
professionals recognized nationally in the U.S. with local chapters in 
nearly every state. It is equally recognized and respected at all levels 
of government and industry. NCMA members are considered to be 
at a higher level of professional competence.
     –Mueed Shams, CPCM, CFCM, Oracle Corporation

Why NCMA

member benefits



member benefits
Collaborate—our members-only online forum that connects you with 
contracting professionals around the world

Access to up-to-the-minute career opportunities on  
ContractManagementJobs.com

Over 80 local chapters through which to build your network

Discounts on CPE/CLP-accruing conferences, events, and e-learning; 
certification prep; and the Contract Management Body of Knowledge 
(CMBOK)

Contract Management Magazine—the leading publication for  
contract management news and emerging trends

Access to government and industry leadership from organizations 
like the Department of Defense, SAIC, General Dynamics, and more



joining NCMA pays dividends
NCMA members receive preferred pricing on the education, content,  

and events they need to become the best in their field:

ready to get started?

conferences >>>

certification online prep courses >>>

certification applications >>>

learning pathways >>>

e-courses >>>

ncma books and reference materials >>>

contract management magazine >>>

Members save $175

Members save $100

Members save $200

Members save $45

Members save $10

Members save 15-30%

Free to members (unavailable to nonmembers)

ncmahq.org

group membership (50+)
BLAKE BOYNTON

Business Development Manager
blake.boynton@ncmahq.org

571-382-1137

MEMBER ADVOCATE TEAM
memberservices@ncmahq.org

individual membership



Transform your career with an NCMA certification

Stand Out 
from the Crowd



certified professional contract manager™ (CPCM™) — ANAB-Accredited Certification
Validates your overall knowledge of the Contract Management Body of Knowledge® (CMBOK®)  
Eligibility Requirements: 
Education: Undergraduate Degree 
Credits: 120 CPE Hours 
Contract Management Experience: 5 Years

 
certified federal contract manager™ (CFCM™) — ANAB-Accredited Certification
Validates your overall knowledge of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)  
Eligibility Requirements: 
Education: Undergraduate Degree 
Credits: 80 CPE Hours 
Contract Management Experience: 2 Years

 
certified commercial contract manager™ (CCCM™)
Validates your overall knowledge of the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC)  
Eligibility Requirements: 
Education: Undergraduate Degree 
Credits: 80 CPE Hours 
Contract Management Experience: 2 Years

certified contract management associate (CCMA) — ANAB-Accredited Certification
This entry-level certification validates your overall knowledge of the ANSI-Approved Standard 
Contract Management Standard™ (CMS™)  
Eligibility Requirements: 
Education: Undergraduate Degree**
Credits: 40 CPE Hours 
Contract Management Experience: 1 Year** 

top reasons to obtain an ncma certification
•  Career progression
•  Earning potential—be part of the top 10% that earns $123,000 or more*
•  Validation of your in-depth understanding of various aspects of contract management

ncma certification programs

 5 YEARS

 2 YEARS

 2 YEARS

 1 YEAR4
*Bureau of Labor Statistics    **Only one of these requirements are required



here’s what your peers had to say...

Complete  
and submit  
application

Application  
approval period 

(up to 15  
business days)

Register  
for the exam  
(and study!)

Pass the exam and 
watch your career 

transform

15

My goal is to be an expert in  
contract management. NCMA  
certification is the best way to 

make visible my area of expertise.  
—Self-motivated contract management 

professional

Working in the defense  
industry, the CPCM makes  
me more eligible for key  
positions on contracts.  
—Member of defense industry

My NCMA certification  
evidences my commitment  

to the field of contract  
management.  

—Early career professional

It has given me credibility in the 
field and led to advancement in 

position and salary.  
—Long-term contract management 

professional

These certifications carry a lot of 
credibility with my government 

contracting counterparts.  
—Government contractor

certification Process



Stand Out 
from the Crowd

21740 Beaumeade Circle | Suite 125 | Ashburn, Virginia  20147 
Toll Free: 800.344.8096 | www.ncmahq.org

Become certified at www.ncmahq.org/certification



You Always 
Have Options With
NCMA’s Educational 
Resources

Live Webinars 
Thursdays at Noon ET (1.5 CPE/CLPs)
Courses 
1 to 40 hours (1 to 40 CPE/CLPs)

Leadership Development 
10 months (160 CPEs/CLPs)

Contract Management Body of Knowledge
Certification Exam Study Guides
Desktop Guides 

National Education Seminars (NES) 
Hosted by Local Chapters (7 CPE/CLPs)

WWW.NCMAHQ.ORG/EDUCATION
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